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Welcome
After a short trip away, I'm rather happy that the autumn temperatures here in the south are far
easier to handle than the 42/43 degrees celsius that were encountered while in colourful India. I was
even happier coming back to grass growth that is tremendous for this time of the year. Of course
time away means that there's plenty of catch up work to be done, including organising a bull sale!!

FIRST UP. We've had to change the way we are conducting this years sale. It became apparent that
with the demise of AgOnline (which has served us well since it's inception) we would have to look
at alternative options. The Helmsman auction system has worked well for us as vendors and I
believe for you as clients so the only viable option for this sale is to conduct an 'on farm' Helmsman
auction on Monday 27 May 2019. Bulls will be available for inspection on the day from 1.00pm
and the auction will start at 4.00pm. I'm hoping that the later sale start will suit clients better
especially those that have farm commitments earlier in the day. If you would like more information
about the changes we've had to make, please contact either myself or one of the PGG Wrightson
agents whose details are on the front of the catalogue.

Looking to the future we will be investigating all options that are available to us as vendors in order
to put before you as clients the best TORRISDALE MURRAY GREY genetics in a manner that
best suits all parties. There is a saying, “Watch this space”

No 2 seasons are the same!!! So it proved this season with early indications pointing towards a
repeat of the heat and dry of last year. We never quite reached the dizzying heights of previously
and so this time around things have been more on track as a 'usual' season.

Calving went well with a very even line of calves born. Most were up and at it from day one and
they've continued the good pace right though out. Even since weaning the calves have been gaining
a surprising amount of weight.

Plenty of baleage had been made earlier and winter crops have done relatively well and hopefully
we are set up sufficiently for the winter ahead.

Earlier an Al programme was again carried out. This season I utilised a range of bulls that have
been used previously and I also made natural use of yearling bulls to give a good spread of genetics.
3 of those bulls are in this sale. Conception rates were again very good and I'm hoping for a good
number of sound calves from the bulls. I'm pleased that all the sires used this year are
phenotypically sound bulls all with carcass data, especially EMA and IMF and Carcass Weight
above the breed average and all other data showing an even balance.

In February I again attended bull sales in Australia and purchased a bull who is currently being
semen collected. Hopefully all going well his semen will be available for this years mating
programme.

The yearling bulls were again carcass scanned. We held our 2" spring bull sale in October and all
bulls were scanned prior to that sale.

Carcass scanning of the heifers was also carried out this time in November prior to mating. Again
my thanks to Bill and Judy Austin for the work and information they provide especially in relation
to the type and quality of the carcass traits they assess on the TORRISDALE cattle.

The venture of selling my beef at the Southern Farmers Market in Invercargill and the Arrowtown
Market continues although on a less regular basis than previously. BALLYHOOLEY BEEF
continues to be supplied to top restaurants and there is ongoing 'research' into another development
which hopefully will prove fruitful.

Like last year, the catalogue contains raw scanning data and also scoring relating to temperament
and sheath structure. Explanations are to be found later in the catalogue. Also the EBVs are from
the April 2019 Breedplan analysis, the latest available.

All of the bulls on offer have carcass EBVs, notably EMA and IMF at or above the breed average
and have calving ease figures also near or above the breed average. The rest of the figures reflect



the balance we are seeking. I'm very happy with the line up of bulls this year and with
TORRISDALE MURRAY GREY genetics to the fore across the beef industry I'm confident there
will be bulls in this catalogue that will help clients meet the challenges of the beef industry.

Micoplasma Bovis.

Cattle farmers will no doubt be concerned that we now have this disease in some of our herds. In
assessing what exposure my herd might have to this disease and to give bull clients confidence that
we are doing everything to ensure the risks are minimal I decided early on to seek advice from my
vets.

To that end all sale bulls have been M. Bovis tested as 'not detected' using PCR test from
tonsillar crypts.

See also explanation note later in catalogue

Breeding Objectives:
Torrisdale Murray Grey Stud was founded in 1970 and since then numbers have steadily
increased. Now approximately 160 cows are calved each year at Torrisdale with emphasis being
placed on calving ease and birth weight.
The beef industry in New Zealand is primarily pastoral based and those carcass traits which are
conducive to producing quality grass finished beef are also to the fore at Torrisdale. Easy doing,
well fleshed, moderate framed, well balanced performance cattle are the ones which make the grade
here.

Vaccinations/Husbandry:
e All sale bulls have been M. Bovis tested as 'not detected' using PCR test from tonsillar
crypts.
All sale bulls have been vaccinated with 7:1 UltraVac (LEPTO) at weaning and with a booster
All sale bulls have been BVD antigen tested negative and have been BVD vaccinated.
They have been Tb tested. The herd is C10
All bulls were carcass scanned on September 16 and the data from the scanning has been
incorporated in the EBVs (Estimated Breeding Values) provided in the catalogue.

e All sale bulls were semen tested by Xcell Breeding Services on September 19 and were deemed
passed on the date of testing.

Genetic Disorders:
All Torrisdale sale bulls have been DNA/gene tested and those used within herd are free from the
CA disorder. Other bulls can be CA tested on request.

Inspections:
An open day and sale will be held at TORRISDALE on MONDAY 27 MAY 2019 starting at
1.00pm. All sale bulls will be available for inspection at that time. Inspections prior to this by
arrangement.

NB: All cattle will be filmed and the footage will be available online at http://www.youtube.com,
search for Torrisdale Bull Sale.

Barry Macdonald

Rebate:
PGGWrightson will pay a purchasing rebate of 6% of the purchase price excluding GST, plus GST,
to livestock companies and recognised independent livestock agents with a PGGW account who
have introduced buyers to PGGW before the sale and/or accompany buyers to the sale



VetSouth
AN

13th September 2018

B S Mac Donald

Torrisdale Farms Ltd

(/0 Mac Donald

263 Mcfettridge Road R D 3
WINTON 9783

To whom it may concern,

As buyers will be aware, the arrival of Mycoplasma bovis (M. bovis) into the country has created a
potential risk for all cattle purchases around the country. Purchasers are rightly seeking reassurance
around the risk profile of stock being purchased.

M. bovis is difficult to test for and difficult to detect clinically. As Barry's local vets, we at VetSouth have
been closely and heavily involved with the current outbreak at all levels, from the farm level to
Wellington. To support Barry, we have used our detailed understanding of the outbreak to develop a
comprehensive risk assessment for his cattle prior to sale. This includes semen testing of all herd and
sale bulls using PCR for M. bovis in late March (all negative); a comprehensive risk assessment of all
management and biosecurity practices to date and planned for the future; the testing of bulls (tonsillar
PCR - results below ); and, when available, serum ELISA testing of critical stock groups.

In Early August, 65 out of 67 bulls were tested by PCR using samples collected from the tonsillar crypts
of live bulls, and M. bovis was not detected in any of the samples. This indicates that the risk of these
bulls being infected is low. Tonsillar crypts are believed to be the most sensitive place for detection of
M. bovis should an animal be infected. However, the PCR test is by no means definitive and a ‘not-
detected’ test, even across a group of bulls, should not be interpreted as a definitive absence of
disease.

M. bovis s a risk to all purchasers wherever you are across the country. No test is perfect and the PCR in
particular has low sensitivity (meaning it may miss some positive animals if present), but we believe
Barry’s pro-active approach, the existing test results to date, aligned with our expertise gives purchasers
the best available reassurance given the current industry position.

Yours faithfully,

Mark Bryan BVMS Sc (Epiy MYS (Epi)
Managing Directo
VetSouth Ltd Southland, New Zealand

Invercargill | Otautau | Winton | Gore | Lumsden | Tapanui | Clydevale | Balclutha

www.vetsouth.co.nz



YouTube link : https://youtu.be/Pmi84zimIXM YouTuhe link : https //[youtu.be/AkZ2rZjROFM

LOT 1 Torrisdale Netana N16 LOT 2 Torrisdale Nepia N22

YouTube link : https://youtu.be/Z1PTQDWgQ5k YouTube link : https://youtu.be/eC4C3PtSH4U

LOT 4 Torrisdale Nui N53

YouTube link : https://youtu.be/X2_jhDjj2f8

LOT 7 Torrisdale Ngahere N116
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PGG Wrightson Livestock

Breeding Better Business

As part of New Zealand'’s largest Livestock network,
our team of Genetics Specialists have more contacts,
more reach and more market influence.

We provide more practical advice and more technical
expertise. And, with the country’s largest network and
most popular sales events, we bring together more
buyers and more sellers, delivering more value for all.

If you're looking for a planned approach to success, give us a call today.

Callum McDonald Ben McKerchar
Genetics Representative Livestock Representative
0275908612 027 366 7766

Andrew Martin

Livestock Representative

027 441 6431

fb.com/pgwlivestock .
. : Hel h
'i @ instagram.com/pgwlivestock elping grow the country




